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South Asia WASH Results Programme: Baseline  and Midline Survey 

 

Executive Summary 

 

The South Asia WASH Results Programme (SAWRP) is being implemented in Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

It aims to reach over 6 million people across the two countries. The objective is to promote and enable 

sustained use of hygienic household toilets and the practice of hand washing with soap. The baseline 

survey of WASH in Bangladesh was carried out to gather information regarding people’s access to 

sanitation and water hygiene awareness and behaviours, in intervention areas before the intervention takes 

place. The midline and end line surveys will be conducted after implementation has taken place, to allow 

measurement of the outcomes achieved. 

 

This programme is a response to the MDG “Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability”. Specifically, it 

is aligned with 7C that aims to “halve by 2015, the proportion of population without sustainable access to 

safe drinking water and sanitation”. Of all the MDG targets, sanitation is one of the most off-track and 

more than one billion people around the world still practice open defecation. Nearly two third of these 

people live in South Asia and over 80% live in just 10 countries.While there have been considerable 

efforts in recent years by many governments, donors and development agencies to deliver the MDG 

WASH targets, the review highlighted that these efforts have tended to focus on improving national 

access figures, with insufficient attention to improving equity of access or targeting those suffering the 

worst impacts of inadequate sanitation, hygiene and water supply. Therefore this specificprogramme 

focuses on the “poorest of the poor” and a random probability sampling methodology was used to ensure 

representativeness of the population. 

 

The baseline was divided into two surveys – (i) Household survey targeting adults aged 15+ and (ii) Child 

survey targeting children between 9-11 years and their primary caretaker (usually the mother). Surveys 

were conducted by trained interviewers in home and were paper based. Within each sample point, a 

random walk methodology was used. The interviews consisted of both a series of interviewer-

administered questions as well as interviewer observations in the household regarding the source of water, 

latrine and hand washing facility. The Kish Grid method was followed to select a household from several 

households living within one compound and to select the respondent within the household. The Kish Grid 

is a method for randomly selecting respondents in a survey using a pre-assigned table of random numbers.  

Plan and WaterAid will cover the sanitation, water and hygiene interventions and Unilever’s “School of 

Five” will take care of the children intervention program. The program aims to provide 644,175 poor 

people with access to a basic or improved household latrine and 137,750 poor people with access to a safe 

and reliable drinking water source and 4,158,000 poor men, women and school children with hand 

washing promotion by December 2015. 

In the Household Survey a total 1200 respondents were interviewed and in the Child Survey 600 children 

(and their mother/ caregiver): 300 from intervention schools and 300 from control schools (not receiving 

the campaign) attended the interview. The hygiene programme aimed at children was implemented in 

schools and interviewing was therefore conducted in villages around these schools.Special focus was 

provided to ensure equity factor while collecting data so that the Baseline can be analyzed and 

disaggregated by wealth quintile, gender, disability and age.  

The Baseline survey was conducted during July-December 2014 (both Household & Child Survey) and 

the Midline Child Survey was conducted during April-June 2015.  The End line Child survey will be 

conducted sometime during October-December 2015 
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Data collection through Kish Grid 

A Kish Grid was used to select respondents to be interviewed at each household  

A Kish grid is a method for randomly selecting respondents in a survey using a pre-assigned table of 

random numbers. 

 

In this survey Kish Grid was used to select a household from which to select a respondent 

 in case there were several households living within one compound (Bari), and  

to select an individual if there were several individuals to be interviewed within a household.  

 

 Contact sheet: A contact sheet was produced for each address visited 

The contact sheet contains the following information: 

���� the number of visits made 

���� outcome of interview 

���� reason for an unsuccessful interview 

���� screening information about the composition of household 

���� number of adults and adolescents living in the household etc. 

 

These were kept separately from questionnaires - both because it contained a lot of personal information 

and because it is more convenient to record information about unsuccessful interviews separate from 

questionnaire forms.  

 

 Key Findings 

 

Baseline findings for programme areas show that more than eight in ten participants report using a latrine 

(84%) and one in six practice open defecation (16%).  

Over two in three (68%) share a latrine between 2 or more households, while 16% share a latrine between 

3 or more households. 

Almost all participants use a tube well or borehole as their main source of drinking water (99%)  

However, about two-thirds (63%) report using an unprotected (not protected at the head or do not have 

platform or both) tube well or borehole, implying that only one-third (36%) has access to safe water.  

Latest Summary: Midline Child Survey 

Summary Intervention Control Total 

Schools Completed  25  25  50  

Number of interviews assigned/ Total interviews to be done 300  300  600  

Children Available/ Total students Contacted  292  289  581  

Interview completed  292  289  581  

Unavailable/ Migrated out  5  8  13  

Children to be available on a later date *  3  3  6  

Passed out / Child not styding in the same school  35  48  83  
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